Call to Action

The recently released President’s Budget Proposal for

federal fiscal year (FY) 2026 includes significant cuts to
biomedical research funding, impacting radiology
research. The proposal includes a considerable
reduction in funding to the National Institutes of Health
(NIH), which would hamper ongoing research within
many of the NIH institutes and centers.

It is imperative that American College of Radiology®
(ACR®) members connect with their representatives
and express how a loss of funding would harm
radiology research to the detriment of patients now, as
Congress is working on the FY 2026 appropriations bills
that fund the federal government.

As previously noted in ACR-submitted congressional
testimony, the College asks for at least $51.3 billion for
NIH in FY 2026. Robust funding supports radiology and
imaging research, which includes a wide range of
diagnostics, treatments and therapeutics that benefit
patients and their families. Medical progress, which is
dependent on this funding, could be severely affected
and the development of groundbreaking diagnostics
and therapies will be delayed, impacting patient
outcomes.

Join ACR peers in urging your representative to fund
the NIH at the highest possible level and oppose the
President’s Budget Proposal.

ACR in its adequate funding advocacy also joined a
coalition letter to House and Senate appropriations
committee leadership expressing concern with the
Trump administration’s draft FY 2026 budget for the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The
College also continues advocacy efforts in support of

4 funding for the Advanced Research Projects Agency for
| Health (ARPA-H). ACR joined a letter urging Congress to
| continue increased allocations to ARPA-H, stating that
this agency be maintained as a distinct entity that is
funded independently of other health-focused

» | agencies.

_| For more information, contact Katie Grady, ACR

\

Government Affairs Director. (h
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At the beginning of May, the Maine Radiologic Society
attended the annual meeting with a delegate of two
attending physicians and two resident physicians. The
ACR 2025 Annual Meeting, held in Washington, D.C.,
brought together radiology professionals from across
the country to collaborate on the future of imaging
care. Central themes included the growing role of
artificial intelligence in diagnostics, health equity
initiatives, and pressing workforce challenges. (

A key development this year was the ACR Council’s
approval—supported by the Maine delegation—of a
resolution endorsing future federal reimbursement for
services provided by Radiologist Assistants (RAs). The
resolution affirms that RAs must:

e Provide services as part of a radiologist-led care
team under radiologist supervision;

e QOperate in compliance with federal regulations,
state licensure, and facility credentialing;

e Follow the ACR and ASRT Joint Statement on the
Registered Radiologist Assistant Roleand ¢
Responsibilities;

e Have payments for services directed to the
supervising radiologist.
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On-Demand Career
Tools for Radiology

Residents

The ACR RLI Kickstart Your Career Confidence
Collection prepares residents for their first job with
expert guidance on interviewing and negotiating.
Plus, an optional mentorship program to support
informed decisions and long-term career success.
Learn more '
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/information-resources/budget/the-presidents-fy-2026-discretionary-budget-request/
https://www.acr.org/News-and-Publications/acr-support-of-nih-arpa-h-funding-in-congressional-testimony
https://radiology.ac360.aristotleactioncenter.com/#/alertId/351eed9d-c1d2-46a7-a6ce-98920cb3c270/
https://www.aamc.org/research/adhocgp/04.25.25Correspondence.pdf
https://www.aamc.org/research/adhocgp/04.25.25Correspondence.pdf
https://www.aamc.org/media/82811/download?attachment
mailto:kgrady@acr.org
https://go.acr.org/NTk4LVRSQS0yNDQAAAGalp_AM5UZEqV3p-YxTUp5JRGFAx45IgV0k7m3lbxy8rwHi1xFQwh6JzAlojkUQkw8FQGD2YA=

ACR 2025 Annual

Meeting (cont.)

This important step lays the groundwork for states like Maine to incorporate RAs into radiology care teams
to help address ongoing workforce shortages.

In addition to council actions, the Maine delegation held key meetings with Senators Susan Collins and
Angus King, as well as Congresswoman Chellie Pingree, advocating for critical legislative initiatives.
Discussions focused on:

e Gaining support for the ROOT Act, which would amend the 2014 Appropriate Use Criteria legislation to
better manage inappropriate imaging orders and utilization;

e Urging Congress to take immediate action to stabilize the Medicare physician payment system by
implementing annual payment adjustments based on the Medicare Economic Index (MEI) and reforming
harmful budget neutrality requirements;

e Addressing the Find It Early Act, aimed at improving access to breast cancer screening;

* Expressing strong concern over proposed Medicaid cuts, which would have serious consequences for
hospitals and patients in Maine, particularly given the state’s vulnerable demographics.

The meeting emphasized not only technological and clinical advancements but also the urgent need for
legislative and payment reform to protect the future of radiology and patient care. It is my hope that these
important actions will be continued progress in creating an improved practice environment for our
radiology colleagues and, more importantly, the patients that we serve. Enjoy the final week of spring and
the upcoming summer. We thank you for your support for our work and would encourage anyone to reach
out if you would like to volunteer your time with the Maine Radiologic Society.




