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Commendation in 
the Self Study
Achiev ing Commendat ion Ser ies
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Why Pursue Commendation?
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• 6-Year Accreditation Term
• Improvement of CME 

Program
• Incorporation of Best 

Practices
• Status

• Use of “Accredited with 
Commendation” Mark
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Menu of Criteria for Accreditation with Commendation
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Demonstrate compliance 
with 8 of the 16 

Commendation Criteria
Including at least 1 from 
the Achieves Outcomes 

Category



Click to edit Master title style

5

Consider the ‘Low-Hanging Fruit’
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• What does your 
organization do naturally?

• What could be done easily 
with a few changes?

• Which criteria require 
fewer examples?

• Which criteria may be 
completely undoable?
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Evidence Submission
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Provide evidence in the Self Study during Reaccreditation

The number of activities that must meet the criterion is based on the 
size of the CME Program.

The “T-Shirt Size”
Size is determined by the number of activities offered within the entire 
accreditation term (typically 4 years)

Small Medium Large X-Large

<39 40-100 101-250 >250

You will NOT have to submit PIPs for activities submitted for commendation criteria
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Evidence Submission
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Size is determined by the number of activities offered within the entire 
accreditation term (typically 4 years)
Ex/ Addresses Public Health Priorities

Criterion Small Medium Large X-Large

<39 40-100 101-250 >250

Advances Data Use 2 Activities 4 Activities 6 Activities 8 Activities

Addresses 
Population Health*

2 Activities 4 Activities 6 Activities 8 Activities

*And attest to meeting this criterion in at least 10% of activities (but no less than two) 
during accreditation term.

Collaborates 
Effectively

Demonstrate the presence of collaborations that are aimed at improving population 
health with 4 examples from the accreditation term.
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Remember…
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• Commendation can only be achieved if all 
Core Accreditation Criteria and Standards for 
Integrity and Independence are in compliance 
during reaccreditation

• You cannot submit for more than 8 
Commendation Criteria

• The same activity can be used for multiple 
Commendation Criteria
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Commendation in 
the Self Study

9
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What have you been doing to prepare 
to submit for commendation?
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Poll
Have you been…

• Tracking activities
• Marking activities for commendation
• Adding new elements to activities
• Attending these sessions!
• Learning more about commendation
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Let’s Dive into the Self Study

11
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Tip

12

Track As You Go
You will be more likely to submit for Commendation if you 
track throughout the accreditation term.
Waiting until it’s time to complete the Self Study may be 
too overwhelming and/or time consuming.
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Tip

13

Check the Critical Elements
Always go back to the Commendation Criteria to make 
sure each activity meets all the required critical elements.
Make sure to include everything the column descriptor 
requires (e.g., names and description).
The same activity can be used for multiple criteria.
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Reflection

14

How are you 
feeling about 
submitting for 

commendation?
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Thank You

If you have further questions or want to discuss how you 
can start tracking your activities for commendation, 
contact me at eciccarelli@mainephysicians.org.

Next Session
Thursday, October 10th

9-10am Via Zoom
Commendation Workshop

Bring your questions and/or activities
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