
Offering MOC with CME



Agenda
 MOC Overview

 Credit Types
 CME with MOC Recognition Statements
 Reporting MOC in PARS
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MOC Overview

MOC stands for Maintenance of Certification.

Physicians who are board certified in a specialty area need 
MOC to maintain their board certification.
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Some boards use the term 
‘Continuous Certification’ or 

‘Continuing Certification’ 
instead of MOC



MOC Overview

The ACCME collaborates with 9 Specialty Boards.

This collaboration allows Accredited CME Providers to offer 
MOC and report MOC credits earned by physicians.

All requirements and guidelines can be found in the ACCME 
CME for Maintenance of Certification Program Guide
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https://accme.org/resource/cme-for-moc-program-guide/


Current Specialty Boards Collaborating 
with ACCME

American Board of 
Anesthesiology
ABA

American Board of 
Internal Medicine
ABIM

American Board of 
Otolaryngology – 
Head and Neck Surgery

ABOHNS

American Board of 
Pathology
ABPath

American Board of 
Pediatrics
ABP

American Board of 
Surgery

ABTS
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American Board of  
Orthopaedic Surgery
ABOS

American Board of 
Thoracic Surgery

ABS

American Board of 
Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation
ABPMR

Are you currently offering MOC 
with your CME Activities?
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Board Requirements

Each specialty board 
has different credit 
types that can be 
registered for MOC.  
The table lists each 
board and the credit 
types that can be 
offered.

Source: ACCME CME for Maintenance of Certification Program Guide
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MOC Credit Type Requirements

ABA; ABPath; 
ABOS; ABPMR; 

ABS; ABTS
• Must meet CME 

Requirements

• Activity is relevant 
to learners certified by 

the specialty board

Accredited 
CME
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Practice Areas

• Ambulatory/Outpatient

• Cardiac Anesthesia

• Critical Care Medicine

• General Operative 
Anesthesia

• Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine

• Neuro Anesthesia

• Adolescent Medicine

• Developmental-
Behavioral Pediatrics

• General Pediatrics

• Neonatal-Perinatal 
Medicine

• Neurodevelopmental 
Disabilities

American Board of 
Anesthesiology

American Board of 
Pediatrics

• Bariatric Surgery

• Complex General 
Surgical Oncology

• Hand Surgery

• Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine

• Neurocritical Care

• Pediatric Surgery

American Board of 
Surgery
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For a complete list of Practice Areas for all collaborating specialty 
boards see CME for Maintenance of Certification Program Guide



MOC Credit Type Requirements

ABA; ABPath; 
ABOS; ABPMR; 

ABS; ABTS
• Must meet CME 

Requirements

• Activity is relevant 
to learners certified by 

the specialty board

ABIM; ABOHNS; 
ABOS; ABP; 

ABPMR; ABS; ABTS
• Must meet CME 

Requirements

• Includes an evaluation 
component with a 

“participation threshold”

• Provides feedback to 
learners

Accredited 
CME

Accredited CME 
with Evaluation 
and Feedback
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Evaluation and Feedback
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Evaluation can be 
at session or 
activity level for a 
series.



Types of 
Evaluation and 
Feedback
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MOC Credit Type Requirements

ABA; ABPath; 
ABOS; ABPMR; 

ABS; ABTS
• Must meet CME 

Requirements

• Activity is relevant 
to learners certified by 

the specialty board

ABIM; ABOHNS; 
ABOS; ABP; 

ABPMR; ABS; ABTS
• Must meet CME 

Requirements

• Includes an evaluation 
component with a 

“participation threshold”

• Provides feedback to 
learners

ABIM; ABOHNS; 
ABPath; ABPMR; ABTS

• Must meet CME 
Requirements

• Addresses a quality 
or safety gap

• Has specific, 
measurable aims for 

improvement
• Assesses impact of 

interventions

Accredited 
CME

Accredited CME 
with Evaluation 
and Feedback

Accredited CME 
Improvement 

Activity
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Accredited CME Improvement 
Activity
In support of the National Academy of Medicine’s quality 
dimensions and the three Aims or Six Priorities articulated in 
the National Quality Strategy 
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Three Aims
National Academy of Medicine

1. Advancing Medical and Health Science
2. Informing Policy and Decision-Making
3. Catalyzing Action and Collaboration

Six Priorities
National Quality Strategy

1. Making Care Safer
2. Ensuring Person- and Family-Centered Care
3. Promoting Effective Communication and 

Care Coordination
4. Promoting Effective Prevention and 

Treatment of Leading Causes of Mortality
5. Working with Communities to Promote 

Healthy Living
6. Making Care More Affordable



MOC Credit Type Requirements

ABA; ABPath; 
ABOS; ABPMR; 

ABS; ABTS
• Must meet CME 

Requirements

• Activity is relevant 
to learners certified by 

the specialty board

ABIM; ABOHNS; 
ABOS; ABP; 

ABPMR; ABS; ABTS
• Must meet CME 

Requirements

• Includes an evaluation 
component with a 

“participation threshold”

• Provides feedback to 
learners

ABIM; ABOHNS; 
ABPath; ABPMR; ABTS

• Must meet CME 
Requirements

• Addresses a quality 
or safety gap

• Has specific, 
measurable aims for 

improvement
• Assesses impact of 

interventions

ABA; ABIM; ABOHNS; 
ABPMR; ABTS

• Must meet CME 
requirements

• Addresses foundational 
safety knowledge and/or 

prevention of adverse 
events

• Must be offered in 
conjunction with another 

MOC Activity Type

Accredited 
CME

Accredited CME 
with Evaluation 
and Feedback

Accredited CME 
Improvement 

Activity

Accredited 
Patient Safety 

CME
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Accredited Patient Safety CME

• Epidemiology of error: should prepare 
physicians to discuss the key 
definitions that underpin current 
patient safety efforts 

• Fundamentals of patient safety 
improvement (plan, do, study, act or 
PDSA): should engage physicians in a 
PDSA cycle focused on patient safety 

• Culture of safety: should identify the 
specific elements, (i.e., the beliefs, 
attitudes and values about work and 
risks) that contribute to safety culture
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• Medication safety (e.g., medication 
reconciliation, safe use of analgesics 
and sedatives, identification and 
remediation of polypharmacy in the 
elderly) 

• Prevention of healthcare acquired 
infections 

• Falls prevention 

• Teamwork and care coordination 

Foundational Knowledge Prevention of Adverse Events

Addresses at least one of the following topics:
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MOC Recognition Statements

American Board of 
Anesthesiology

American Board of 
Pediatrics

“Successful completion of this 
CME activity, which includes 
participation in the evaluation 
component, enables the learner to 
earn credit toward the CME [and 
Self-Assessment requirements] of 
the American Board of Surgery’s 
Continuous Certification 
program.  It is the CME activity 
provider’s responsibility to submit 
learner completion information to 
ACCME for the purpose of 
granting ABS credit.”

American Board of 
Surgery
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“This activity contributes to the 
CME component of the American 
Board of Anesthesiology’s 
redesigned Maintenance of 
Certification in Anesthesiology  
(MOCA®) program, known as 
MOCA 2.0®.  Please consult the 
ABA website, www.theABA.org, for 
a list of all MOCA 2.0® 
requirements.”

“Successful completion of this 
CME activity, which includes 
participation in the evaluation 
component, enables the learner to 
earn up to [XX] MOC points in the 
American Board of Pediatrics’ 
(ABP) Maintenance of 
Certification (MOC) program.  It 
is the CME activity provider’s 
responsibility to submit learner 
completion information to 
ACCME for the purpose of 
granting ABP MOC credit.”

For MOC Recognition Statements for all collaborating specialty 
boards see CME for Maintenance of Certification Program Guide

MOC Recognition Statements are required on all MOC activity materials and 
brochures except initial, save-the-date type announcements.

http://www.theABA.org


MOC Recognition Statement

• Brochure/Announcement/Agenda

• Evaluation

• Certificate
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The MOC Recognition Statement must be included where other CME statements are included:



MOC Badges

American Board of 
Anesthesiology

American Board of 
Pediatrics

American Board of 
Internal Medicine
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MOC Badges for collaborating specialty boards can be downloaded 
from the ACCME Website: https://www.accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc 

Some specialty boards have MOC badges, trademarks and/or logos that can be used 
to market activity materials.  These are optional to use.

https://www.accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
https://www.accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
https://www.accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
https://www.accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
https://www.accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
https://www.accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
https://www.accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
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What Do You Need To Do As An 
Accredited Provider?

Collect Learner Information

Add MOC to Relevant PARS Activities

Report MOC Earned into PARS
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1.

2.

3.



1. Collect Learner Information

To report MOC for learners, you will need to collect the following 
information:

 First Name
 Last Name
Month and Day of Birth
 Permission to Report MOC Credits
 Specialty Board
 Specialty Board ID Number
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1. Collect Learner Information
Consent Form

Best for use with a repeated group of 
learners

Have learners complete a consent form 
once for all activities.

Evaluation

Best for use with a changing group of 
physicians.

Ask for the necessary information on the 
evaluation form learners complete at the 
end of each relevant activity.
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Consent 
Form 
Example

25



Evaluations
Evaluations and/or consent forms must collect 
Specialty Board information from learners
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Sample Evaluations for CME with MOC and Consent 
forms can be downloaded from the Hanley Center 
CME Activity Approval webpage.

https://www.hanleyleadership.org/clinicaleducation/cme-activity-approval-program/
https://www.hanleyleadership.org/clinicaleducation/cme-activity-approval-program/


ABS MOC Credit Reporting
Old System

Physicians submitted certificates to the 
American Board of Surgery to self-
report MOC Credits earned.

AND/OR

Accredited Providers reported ABS MOC 
credits earned by physicians in PARS.  
The ABS could then access this 
information.

New System

Physicians are no longer able to self-
report ABS MOC credits to the specialty 
board.

SO

Accredited Providers must report ABS 
MOC credits for physicians in PARS. 
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ABS is currently the only specialty board with this requirement.

The American Board of Thoracic Surgery (ABTS) will also have 
this requirement effective December 31, 2027.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS Activities

Relevant Activities to ABS

Those that involve surgery practice areas such as:

- Bariatric Surgery

- Complex General Surgical Oncology

- Hand Surgery

- Hospice and Palliative Medicine

- Neurocritical Care

MOC Can be added to any Active or Ready to Close Activity
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- Pediatric Surgery

- Surgical Critical Care

- Vascular Surgery

- General Surgery



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS Activities
Step 1: Add or Edit an Existing Activity. 

  Add a URL.
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MOC Activities require a URL, otherwise, the activity 
will remain in Draft Form.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS Activities

Step 2: Under MOC, choose Yes
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2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS Activities

Step 3: Choose a Certifying Board from the Drop-Down Menu
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2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 4: Choose Practice Areas Relevant to Activity
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Note: This screen appears AFTER the usual final 
screen when creating an activity.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 5: Indicate the Credit Type
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Note: Self-Assessment has additional 
requirements beyond CME requirements.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 6: Indicate the Number of MOC Points Offered
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This can be equal to or less than the number of CME Credits



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 7: Indicate the Last Day Learners Can Claim MOC Credit
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Some Specialty Boards have requirements about when they 
want their learner credit reported. 

ABS – Up to 5 years after 
completion
ABP – No later than December 1st 
of current calendar year, but wants 
learners reported within 30 days.

Others are up to the provider.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 8: Attest that the Program Follows MOC Requirements and 
Allow ACCME to Access and Publish Information
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2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
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3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

After the activity, MOC credits can be reported on an individual basis or 
batch uploaded.

1. To Add Individual Learners, click on the activity
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3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

2. Enter Learner Information
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Note: MOC 
can be 
reported 
without 
reporting 
the CME.



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

3. Click Add a Certifying Board
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4. Choose a Board from the 
Drop-Down Menu

Only Boards associated with the 
activity will appear.



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

5. Enter Board ID and Credits
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These numbers will be the same if 
there is only one credit type.



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

The system will let you know if 
the learner is matched (found 
in the system) or not matched.

Credits can only be reported 
when they are matched.
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When Learner is matched:



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

When Learner is not matched:
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Look up Learner on Specialty Board site

Contact Learner to make sure information is correct

Ask if they have had any former names



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

To Batch Upload Learners
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Please see previous presentation on CME Passport and Learner 
Reporting in PARS on the CME Accredited Providers | Maine Medical 
Association page of the MMA Website

OR

Visit ACCME website with PARS information: https://accme.org/pars

https://mainephysicians.org/education/accredited-cme-provider-program/accredited-providers/
https://mainephysicians.org/education/accredited-cme-provider-program/accredited-providers/
https://accme.org/pars


Physicians Claiming CME Spreadsheet
For MOC, columns A-F must be completed and at least columns J-N

45

Do not delete any columns!



Physicians Claiming CME Spreadsheet

1. Choose a Certifying 
Board from the 
dropdown menu
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2. Enter the learner’s 
Certifying Board ID 
number

3. Enter the total number 
of MOC Credits being 
awarded to the learner



Physicians Claiming CME Spreadsheet
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4. Select the Credit Type 
from the dropdown menu

5. Indicate how may 
credits are being awarded 
for that Credit Type

6. Select and enter 
Additional Credit Types 
and Credits as applicable

The total number of Credits Awarded for Credit 
Type should equal the Total Board Credits



Summary 

If offering MOC be sure to 

- Meet Activity Type Requirements and Add MOC to relevant activities in 
PARS (not all activities).

- Request Specialty Board Information from Learners and Consent to 
Report

- Include the MOC Recognition Statement on Materials

- Report Learner Credits in PARS (requirement for ABS)

48



Questions?



Thank you
Elizabeth Ciccarelli, CHCP
eciccarelli@mainephysicians.org
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